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The Father Engagement Program, supported in part through a grant from the Community Initiatives 

Fund, is a novel and needed program for fathers who seek help and information on parenting. It was 

organized in La Ronge, not only to provide assistance to fathers, but also to create an opportunity for 

fathers to find common ground with other fathers in the area who may have similar issues. Along 

with home based services, every second Wednesday evening, 

fathers can gather to share their experience and ideas about 

parenting, as well as work on social and communication skills. “Our 

goal is to ensure that fathers feel like they are not just ‘the other 

parent,’ but that they are an important part of their child’s life” 

shared Maykel Llorente-Gonzalez, Program Coordinator of the 

Father Engagement Program. 
 

The program targets fathers of all ages regardless of their level of 

involvement with the mother of their child(ren). Some fathers are 

single parents, some are biological fathers, and some are 

stepfathers to the child(ren) in their lives. Regardless, a father’s 

role is so important to the wellbeing of a child. “We stress this 

importance with the fathers we work with. We provide support 

that has never been offered in this area before. We are 

attempting to replicate similar programs that are offered in the 

larger urban areas” said Maykel. 
 

Fathers who are receiving services from this program have gained 

knowledge in several areas. “Our goal is to stress the importance 

of the father figure in a child’s life. We do this by engaging the 

fathers in areas of parenting that they may have never 

experienced from their own father. We aim to break the cycle of 

fathers who are not present in their child’s life and to provide the 

fathers with confidence by educating them on the ways to be 

more involved in their child’s upbringing” Maykel shared.  
 

All families who are involved will benefit greatly as engaged  

fathers enhance the wellbeing of children, youth and all other members of the family. Research 

proves that increased involvement of fathers is directly associated with a large range of positive 

outcomes for the entire family. Healthy productive families make healthy productive communities. 
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I appreciate all the  
help I have been 

receiving so far from 
the Father Engagement 

Program. It is really 
hard to raise a family 
but when someone is 

willing to walk you 
through and try to put 

your life together, it  
is breathtaking. My 

partner and I did not 
even know how to do 

some shopping and 
make every penny 
count but we were 

taught how to budget 
the small amount of 

money we have every 
month and now we  

can enjoy some decent 
food on the table  

every day. 

- Father of program 


